THE  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  POEMS
heart wrapped in a Player's hide' supposes he is as
well able to bombast out a blanke verse as the
best of you; and being an absolute Johannes
Factotum, is in his own conceit the only Shake-
scene in a country.9* The phrase " Tyger's heart,"
etc., is taken from 3 Henry VI, supposed to have
been written in part by Shakespeare, and it was
concluded that Greene was referring to Shak-
spere, and that in 1592 he was both an actor
and an author. Looney, however, gives good
reasons for holding that 3 Henry VI was by
Oxford.
It would seem curious that an experienced play-
wright such as Greene should express concern
about a young man of twenty-eight, who had only
collaborated in a play that year. But Greenwood
and others are sceptical as to the identity of
"Shake-scene" with "Shakspere"; since "Shake"
occurs frequently in the slang expressions of the
time, such as "Shake-rags," "Shake-bag"; while
the anonymous Henry VI is a doubtful Shake-
spearean play, and was not included by Francis
Meres in his list of plays by Shakespeare written
before 1598.
Dr. Rendall considers the identification far from
certain, and that the terms used are more appli-
cable to an aristocrat than to a young and un-
fledged actor.
Mr. Allen finds a reference to Edward de Vere.
Greene urges that a fellow playwright (according
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